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Whats the right mix of 
genetics and behavior 
that produces long life? 
Researchers are looking 
as the nation grows older 


INSIDE 


As California cannabis shops 
open doors for recreational 
sales, DUI levels remain 
unclear for pot-using drivers 


NATION / A3 


Hawaii’s first baby of 2018 
arrives with a bang — amid 
celebratory fireworks at 
12:23 a.m. on Maui 


LOCAL / B2 


3 Georgia 54 «Alabama 24 
2 Oklahoma 48 1 Clemson 6 


2018 


Bulldogs face Crimson Tide 
in clash for title on Monday 


SPORTS / C1 


Left top, Georgia’s Sony Michel 
scored the winning touchdown in 
OT; quarterback Jalen Hurts threw 
two TD passes in Alabama’s win. 


The city has had 15 permit requests for homes 


with at least eight bedrooms since mid-October 


By Gordon Y.K. Pang 


gordonpang@staradvertiser.com 


The number of building per- 
mit requests for large-scale 
houses on Oahu has grown in 
the last two months, accord- 
ing to an informal count pro- 
vided by the city Department 
of Planning and Permitting. 

In mid-October when the 
Honolulu City Council began 
to tackle complaints from resi- 
dents that “monster houses” 


were becoming problematic in 
older neighborhoods like Ka- 
lihi, DPP said it had processed 
23 applications for large-scale 
homes with eight or more bed- 
rooms, what the department 
tentatively has used to define 
monster houses. 

There have been 15 applica- 
tions submitted since then, 
bringing the total to 44 as of 
Dec. 23, the department said. 

This includes six that were 
received before October but 
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had not counted until now. 

Of the 44 applications, 18 
permits were issued, two have 
been approved but permits 
not yet issued, and 24 are “in 
review” or pending. 

In mid-October, DPP re- 
ported 13 permits issued, two 
approved but not yet issued, 
and eight others in review. 

Meanwhile, complaints have 
been growing and city inspec- 
tors have been ramping up the 
enforcement end. 

DPP reported that as of 
Thursday, its building inspec- 
tion branch had created 65 re- 
quests for investigation in 
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ORE ‘MONSTERS 
ARE ON THE RISE 


response to complaints gener- 
ated in recent months. 

In October, the department 
had reported it had closed in- 
vestigations into complaints at 
large homes at 20 addresses 
islandwide, issuing violation 
notices for eight of them. 

The department was criti- 
cized by Council members who 
said they believed the 20 ad- 
dresses represented only a 
small fraction of the houses 
that needed investigation. 

DPP officials, however, ac- 
knowledged last week that the 
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Evan Weber holds a petition to save Kailua’s Pali Lanes, which property owner Alexander & Baldwin plans to 
demolish next year. “It’s a special place to me, personally,” said Weber, 26, who is surrounded by supporters 
who want to preserve the bowling alley. “More than that, it’s a special place for the community at large.” 


Petitions hope to spare Pali Lanes 


SEMIFINALS . A 


By Nina Wu 


nwu@staradvertiser.com 


Petitions are circulating in the commu- 
nity of Kailua to save Pali Lanes, a bowl- 
ing alley slated for demolition early next 
year. 

Property owner Alexander & Baldwin 
has plans to redevelop the building and 
surrounding area, after the lease expires 
Jan. 31, 2019. This prompted Evan Weber, 
a second-generation Kailuan who grew up 
bowling at Pali Lanes, to push back on 
what he calls the transformation of the 
small beach town into a “moneymaking 
tourist attraction” while losing its mom- 
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and-pop shops, unique charm and culture. 

A few days before Christmas, he 
launched a community Facebook page, 
Our Kailua, as well as an online petition 
through The Action Network to save Pali 
Lanes. 

“Mole. Enough is enough,” said the peti- 
tion. “For too long, big developers have 
gotten away with treating Kailua town like 
a cash box that exists only for their profit, 
with no regard for our community, our his- 
tory, our culture, or the people who have 
called this place home for generations.” 

Weber, 26, a Punahou School graduate 
who works in Washington, D.C., but re- 
turns often, urges people to sign the peti- 
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tion “to demand that Alexander & 
Baldwin preserve what’s great about Kai- 
lua, by preserving Pali Lanes.” 

His initial goal was to get 400 online sig- 
natures. As of Monday, he had surpassed 
that goal. He and other campaigners are 
also collecting signatures from the com- 
munity on paper and ultimately aim to 
get at least 3,000. 

Weber called Pali Lanes a “local staple” 
and said every year, one of his closest 
friends celebrates his birthday there. 

“So it’s a special place to me, person- 
ally,” he said. “More than that, it’s a spe- 
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Our 136th year, No. 336 


TILE <>WAREHOUSE, INC. 


STONE TILE, STONE SLABS, PORCELAIN TILE, POOL TILE, LATICRETE MATERIALS, GLASS TILE, MOSAICS, AND MORE 


CAMBRIA QUARTZ SLABS 


2865 Koapaka Street 
Honolulu, HI 96819 
(808) 840-8855 tel 
(808) 840-8858 fax 


73-4076 Hulikoa Drive 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740 
(808) 329-8855 tel 
(808) 329-5585 fax 


www.tilewarehousehawaii.com 


Featuring: Unicom Starker 


